
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE 
March 2007   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
FOSTER CARE OVERVIEW                                                                                                        
 1.1 Introduction           
 1.2 Definitions           
 1.3 Federal and State Requirements         
 1.4 Guiding Principles          
 
FOSTER CARE PREVENTION/FAMILY PRESERVATION      
 2.1 Service to be Provided          
 2.2 Prevention Policy          
 
ENTERING FOSTER CARE 
 3.1 Best Interests of Child Requirements        
 3.2 Reasonable Efforts Requirements       
 3.3 Title IV-E Funding Restrictions         
 3.4 Indian Child Welfare Act         
 3.5 Authority for Placement and Dispositional Alternatives     
 
PLACEMENT 
 4.1 Legal Requirements for Placement       
 4.2 Pre-placement Visits         
 4.3 Foster Family Homes         
 4.4 Adoptive Homes         
 4.5 Resource Family Homes        
 4.6 Independent Living Placements        
 4.7 Residential Placement         
 4.8 Interstate Placements: Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children    
 4.9 Placements in Another Political Jurisdiction       
 4.10 When Foster Parents Move to Another Jurisdiction     
 4.11 Transferring Custody to Another Local Department of Social Services   
 4.12 Notification of Placement Changes        
 
CASE OPENING 
 5.1 Opening to SACWIS         
 5.2 Setting Up Paper Case Records        
 5.3 Foster Family Record         
 5.4 Referrals for Maintenance: Title IV-E and State Pool Funds    
 5.5 Referral for Determination of Medicaid Eligibility (Title XIX Eligibility)  
 5.6 Referral for Collection of Child Support       
 5.7 Arranging for Visitation with Parent (s) or Prior Custodian (s)    
 5.8 Referral for Services         
 5.9 SSI and Other Potential Benefits        
 5.10 Setting Up Special Welfare Accounts       
 5.11 Obtaining a Medical Exam        
 5.12 School Enrollment Requirements       
 5.13 Setting Up the Payment Process for Providers       
 5.14 Collection Information the Child Will Keep       

http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_1_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_2_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_3_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_4_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_5_public.pdf


VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE 
March 2007   
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
INITIAL ASSESSMENT    
 6.1 Initial Assessment Requirements       
 
CHOOSING THE GOAL           
 7.1 Introduction          
 7.2 Return to Parent (s) or Prior Custodian (s)      
 7.3 Placement with Relatives        
 7.4 Adoption          
 7.5 Permanent Foster Care         
 7.6 Independent Living         
 7.7 Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement     
 7.8 Continued Foster Care         
  
PREPARING THE INITIAL SERVICE PLAN
 8.1 Introduction           
 8.2 Foster Care Service Plan Format Requirements       
 8.3 What Must Be Included in Preparing the Service Plan      
 8.4 Who Must Be Involved in Preparing the Service Plan      
 8.5 Completion of the Foster Care Service Plan       
 8.6 Submission of the Foster Care Service Plan to Court      
 8.7 Distribution of the Foster Care Service Plan       
 8.8 Dispositional Hearing to Review the Foster Care Service Plan     
 8.9 When a New Service Plan is Required        
 8.10 When a Child Returns to Foster Care        
 
SERVICE DELIVERY 
 9.1 Principles and Philosophy of Permanency Planning      
 9.2 The Team Approach          
 9.3 Return to Parent (s) or Prior Custodian (s)       
 9.4 Placement with Relatives         
 9.5 Adoption           
 9.6 Permanent Foster Care                     
 9.7 Independent Living                     
 9.8 Another Planned Permanent Living Arrangement                 
 9.9 Continued Foster Care                     
 9.10 Working with Foster Parents and Providers                  
 9.11 Case Management                    
 9.12 Services to Older Youth in Foster Care                   
 9.13 Providing Medical Service and Treatment for the Child                 
 9.14 Providing Services during Residential Treatment                 
 9.15 Providing Special Education Services                   
 9.16 Providing Respite Care Services                    
 
REASSESSMENTS, REVIEWS, AND REDETERMINATIONS 
 10.1 Reviewing the Service Plan: Legal Authority                  
 10.2 Reassessments and Reviews                    
 10.3 Permanent Foster Care and Reviews                   
 10.4 Basic Time Line                     

 

http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_6_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_7_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_8_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_9_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_10_public.pdf


VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES FOSTER CARE 
March 2007   
 
  

10.5 The Adoption Progress Report                    
10.6 Administrative Panel Reviews                    
10.7 Local Supervisory Reviews                    
10.8 Exceptions to Required Reviews                   
10.9 Developing the Plan When the Goal is Changed to Adoption                
10.10 Re-determinations                                 

 
CLOSING A CASE TO FOSTER CARE

11.1 Legal Authority to Close a Case                                            
11.2 Discharging a Child from Care and Closing to SACWIS                 
11.3 Eligibility Referral at Closure                                                        
11.4 Maintenance/Service/Other Resource Payments at Closure                
11.5 Record Retention at Closure                                
11.6 Emancipation Before Age 18                                            
11.7 Services Post Foster Care                                

 
FUNDING/PURCHASING
 12.1 Maintenance                      
 12.2 Children Supervised by Another Local Department of Social Services               
 12.3 Special Welfare Accounts                    
 12.4 Maintenance for the Minor Child of a Foster Child                 
 12.5 Independent Living Arrangements                               
 12.6 Supplemental Clothing Allowance                               
 12.7 Services: State Pool Funds                          
 12.8 Regular Education Services                    
 12.9 Special Education Services                                            
 12.10 Care in a Residential Facility                                                                    
 12.11 Emergency Shelter Services                                                                                                  
 12.12 Medical Services                                                                                             
 12.13 Transportation Services                                                                                                         
 12.14 Day Care Services                                                                                                                 
 12.15 Independent Living Program Services                                                                                   
 
OTHER REQUIREMENTS 

13.1 Confidentiality of Records                                
13.2 Travel of Foster Children                                                                                                      
13.3 Child Protective Services Reporting                                                                                     
13.4 The Minor Child of a Foster Child                                                                                        
13.5 Procedures and Responsibility for Children in the Custody of the DJJ               

 
APPENDICES 
 A Forms                                                                                                                                     
 B AFCARS                                                                                                                                
 C Casework Procedures and Core Practice Issues                                                      
 
 

http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_11_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_12_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/chapter_13_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/appendix_a_public.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/appendix_b_afcars_required_data.pdf
http://www.dss.virginia.gov/files/division/dfs/fc/laws_regulations_guidance/fc_manual/appendix_c_casework_procedures.pdf

	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	TABLE OF CONTENTS

